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Commissioners-designate hearings

Dalli nervous,
but prepared

Ivan Camiller
Brussels

John Prally, Malta’s European com-
missioner-designate, spent the day
yesterday locked up In a small
room in his temporary office in
Brussels reviewing dozens of briefs
befoce facing a three-hour g'nllmg
by MEPs today.

The briefs were prepared by NMr
Dallis close coltaborators and ke
made sure 1o assimilate in detail all
the intricacies of the dossier
assigned to him by Eurgpean
Commission president José
Manue! Barroso.

“I'm feeling like Fm sitting foran
important exam in which Ineed to
excel,” Mr Dalli admitted.

“Thisis a very important exer-
cise, which 1 am giving all my
attention to. It is a serious exami-
naton performed by serious pes-
ple and | am dolag my utmost to

‘tontoall the issues mcluded in lhe

* make sure I give & goad peripr-

mance in front.af the Emopean
Parliament.”

Admitting he was fee]mg abit
nervous less than 24 hours before
his hearing, Mr Datli said he was

© ¢onvineed hevms "filly prepared .

*Tve prepared very thoroughly
for this day. 1 dor't expect Iwilt be
fn a position to give a magical solu-

partfolia butl feeherycnnﬁdem]

can answer allthe questmns put tD_ :

me by MEPs,” he addéd.

If he sails thegugh, Mr] aﬂ;, who
was nominated by the govémment
in December for the presngmus
post of Eurepean comenissioner,
will succeed Commissiener loe
Borg at the Berlymont, the Com-
mission’s headquarters in Brus-
sels. .

Before his nomination, Dr Borg
had, to face two hearings, one
as temporary commissioner for

development and the other as

commissioner for ﬂsherigs and

maritime affairs.

He had performed badly in the
first hearing and was over-
whelmed with the questions put
by MEPs. However, he [efta good

P
proyinghe had
Sources closeto the major palit-
ical groups in the Européan Par-

 Hament said Mr Dalli was consi

influence him

taking this lightly and will keep
preparing myselfto the best of my
abilities unti! the Jast ininute.”

Borg -

MEPs will be pressing for more
transparency during the engoing
hearings of European Commis-
sioners-designate because they
find some of their financial dis-
closures unconv‘mcmg

Andrew Duff, the Eufopean Par-
liament's chief rapportevr on the
hearings, expressed surprise
about some of the declarations
made by the 27 would-be com-
missioners inling with their code

 ofcoaduct.

“I have to say some of them
appear to be quite thin. It is
extraordinary how so many of the
new commissioners appear to be
very poar and to seldam have

done anything in their careers,” he
said, without mentioning names

Mr Duff said the financial problty‘ :
‘of the fommissioners-designate
wouldbeone cfthe hsuesunderlhe .

spotlight of MEPs,
He said the EP would see!\ tu
ensure the rominees were

“financially clean’, adding that *a
taint of cormiption is bound to cause
us to ask the Commission president
to think twice” about
nominations. )

“Itis clear the commissioners-
designate have been getting in-
depth briefings over the Christmas
period and are fired up 10 be as
credible as theycan,”

the !

staried on Monday, the commis-
eis-designate presented a firian-
cialdeclaration listing all their actv-

“ities during the past years, including

theirfinancial and real estate assets.
Maita's Commissioner-designate
iDalli, who faces the EP's three-
yur grilling today, said he severed

all | business connections in Malta

din Libya, which included vari-

sted i in stacks and sha:es. Mr

saying he had no money .

hearing, wifl be facing MEPs from
the enviranment, mtema.l markel

maExec, Julian Upton,the aga-
zine's Brussels correspondent said
Mr Dalli had already indicated 2
strong pro-indusiry line in his first
official utterances, . :

He wrote: "Asa member of the
centre-right Eurupean Peuple 5
Part), he canexpect support from

the centre-right majority in the Par-
Harnent. But there was wide parlia-
mentary backing for putting phar-
maceuticals Inte the health
commissioner's portfolio and the
intentonwas not to makelife easier.
for dnig firms. Nor do patient groups
and health activists that have long
Tobbied for thischange expectto see
the switch subverted by Lhe new
manin c_ha.rge

“H Daili is perceived by too
many anti-industry forces as a
pro-industry Trejan hotse at the
very heact of EU health policy, he
may noi win the endorsement he
needs from Parliament,” the mag-
azinewamed.

Eurepean International Cooperation,
Response Cammissioner-designate Rumiana Jeleva of Bulgaria
being grilled by the Evropean Parliament Development committee
in Brussels on Tuesday. Photo: Yves Herman/Reuters

Ban_‘oso_ a]ready‘facing the music

Eurppean Commission president
José Manuel Barroso was under
pressureyesterday over the futuze of
his secont EU Executive as two of his
comunissioners-designate failled to
strike the right note with MEPs.

Although the Euzopean Pariia-
ment has not pronotnced itself offi-
clally on the future of Bulgarian
Rumiana Jeleva and Lithuanian
Algirdas Semeta, it is doubtful
whether it will be int a position to
approve the whele Cornrnission.

°Itis going to be very difficult not
to teplace aleast one of the two,” 2
Parliament official said after a dis-
mal pedormance by the two nomi-
nees i front of separate Parllament
committees.

MsJeleva, aformerMEP and now
Bulgaria's Forelgn Minister, is the
mostlikely to go as shefailedtocon-
vince MEPs herfimancial declaration
did not conceal business connec-
tions she and her husband are
allegediy involved in.

Facinga hostile hearing in front of
the Development Committee, Ms

Jeleva's hearing almost broke down
asallegatons over herbusiness con-
tacts were fired, particularly from
rival Bulgarian MEPs.

Visibly distracted, MsJeleva failed
toreply t various quesiions regard-
ing possible conflicts ofinterest and
instead Jambasted MEPs for having
an agenda against her.

Following the hearing, Ms]e[eva s
candidacy for the development and
humanitarian aid portfolio did not
getthe green light frem MEPs who
asked for Mr Barroso’s positionin
view ofallegations about her false
financial declaration.

Pressed for comments, 4 Com-
mission spokesman refused to pass
anyjudgment on the hearing saying
onlyitwas still “an ongoing process”.

However, pressure is mounting
on Mr Barredo to ask the Bulgar-
fan government lo replace bs
Jeleva.

Lithyania’s commissioner-desig-
nate for the tax and anti-fraud port-
folio, MrSemeta, isalsoin trouble as
he failed to Impress MEPs with his

preparation for his new role. His
replies on his vision to renew the
EU's anti-fraud rules were consid-
ered gvasive.

“The gverwhelming impression

was disappointment, whichleadsus
toquestion his suitabiity to be nom-
inated for this important Commis-
sion portfolio,” Soctalist’ MEP
Hannes Swoboda, the group's vice
president in charge of the commis-
slonerd hearings, said.
* Accarding to EU rules, MEPs
cannot botch any of the individ-
ual commissioners-designate but
pressure can be piled on Mz Bar-
reso 1o change portfelios o1 ask
rember states for another nomi-
nation to get the green light on the
appeintment of the whale Com-
mission.

Theplenary voteis expected tobe
taken In Brussels on January 26,
However, behind-the-scenes nego-
tiatians between patliamentary
groups, member states and MrBar-
1osowilldominate the agendanntl
then,




