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Introduction

Knowing exactly what’s cooking in the European 
Parliament corridors when you’re trying to write 
about EU affairs from Malta is not easy, even if the 
resources which the institution makes available to 
reporters are numerous. 

This press guide for Maltese journalists – the 
second of its kind – is intended to offer a simplified 
approach to tapping the EP press resources which 
are simply there for the taking. 

This manual is targeting precisely those journalists 
who - in the same morning - have to report a 
political press conference, cover a visit paid by a 
minister to ongoing road works and return to their 
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office to find they’ve been assigned by their editor 
to go to Brussels the next day. 

It provides information on how the EP Office in 
Malta can help journalists know more about the 
Parliament’s work, for example through our monthly 
newsletters on legislative topics and our invitations 
to cover committee meetings or monthly plenary 
session where a story might be waiting to be told. 

Intended as a kind of Lonely Planet for Maltese 
journalists travelling to Strasbourg or Brussels, this 
book should guide you through getting hold of a 
legislative document, how to book a camera crew 
in the Parliament or how to go about recording a 
programme with MEPs in one of the radio or TV 
studios... But for more on that you need to leaf 
through the rest of the pages. Happy Browsing!  
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The European Parliament 
Office in Malta and  
what it can do for you

For our European democracy to function well, the 
Maltese must be informed on the rules and laws 
affecting them.

As a European Parliament Office in Malta we strive to 
bridge the gap between Brussels and Strassbourg, 
the public, and the media.

While we can provide the raw material, your readers 
and audiences rely on your critical eye to put issues 
into perspective. 

Julian Vassallo
Head of Office

Massimo Farrugia
Press Officer

Europe Day 2010, Palace Square, Valletta
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This is why we have an interest to help you report 
about the European Parliament more closely by:

�	Covering travel and accommodation costs 
for journalists wishing to travel to Strasbourg 
or Brussels to cover EP Plenary or Committee 
Meetings (more on this on pages 10-17) 

�	Covering the travel and accommodation costs for 
specialised EP seminars/workshops for journalists 
in Brussels on up-coming legislation or high 
priority areas for the EP (more on this on pages 
10-17)

� Helping you make contact with MEPs, particularly 
those elected in Malta (see MEPs’ contacts on 
pages 51-56).

� Providing you with regular updates on debates 
and votes in the EP directly to your electronic 
inbox

� Organising press briefings on draft EU legislation

May 2010 – A dialogue on women in public life was held at the Europe House conference hall to mark 
Women’s Day
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Besides working with the media, the EP Office in 
Malta keeps citizens abreast with the work of the 
European Parliament and how it impacts on their 
daily lives. We seek to do this through:

� Commissioning TV and Radio programmes 
explaining the work of the EP and its members

� Citizen’s Forums, Seminars, Fairs, Exhibitions 
and other public information events aimed at 
improving Maltese citizens understanding of the 
EP and the debate within it

� Distribution of Publications aimed at explaining 
the work of the EP and how it impacts our lives

� Events, competitions and debates aimed at 
schoolchildren and higher-education students 
engaging in the work-in-progress that is Europe

Other activities of the 
EP Office in Malta
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� Assisting schools to participate in the Euroscola 
programme that funds school class visits to the 
European Parliament ot give them an insider’s 
view

� Providing a platform for MEPs to stay close to 
their electorate

� Campaigning on everything from voter 
participation to women’s rights and climate 
change

In addition the European Parliament Office serves a 
representative function for the institution in Malta 
and services EP delegations and visits of senior 
officials to Malta. 

It also co-operates with the EC Representation and 
other EU information providers to help citizens 
become acquainted with their rights and obligations 
and more generally to make the most of Malta’s 
membership of the European Union.

In the run-up to the June 2009 EP Elections the 
Office was responsible for the EU-wide bring-out-
the-vote campaign in Malta.

Europe Day 2010, House of Representatives, Valletta – Students take on MEPs and MPs in a debate on the 
European Year on Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion.
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Covering the EP from  
Brussels or Strasbourg

In 2009, the EP Office sent more than 25 Maltese 
journalists from TV, newspapers & magazines, 
radio and web media to cover the Parliament from 
Brussels or Strasbourg, during plenary sessions and 
committee meetings, or for specialised workshops 
on legislative dossiers. 

Between January and October 2010, 35 journalists 
from 15 different media in Malta had been assisted 
by the EP Office to cover the hearings of the 
European Commissioners in January, and to take 
part in workshops for EU journalists on maternity 
leave, hedge funds and Women’s Day, as well as the 
monthly Strasbourg plenary sessions.

EP president Jerzy Buzek interviewed.
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The EP Office can help you find out about legislation 
that you may be interested in following closely 
from Brussels or Strasbourg. The colour-coded 
calendar on the inside of the cover page of this 
book indicates the schedule of committee weeks 
and plenary sessions when the most interesting 
discussions on new EU law are underway.

Being invited to the EP as a journalist

Invitations to attend sessions or committee 
meetings in Brussels or Strasbourg are open to 
all working journalists in Malta. However, due to 
budgetary constraints, invitations are not automatic. 
Expressions of interest should be made directly to 
the Press Officer of the EP Office in Malta. An official 
invitation issued in the journalist’s name will entitle 
him/her for reimbursement from the Parliament.

See page 13 for more details on flight and hotel 
bookings and reimbursement from the EP.

Contact information

Massimo Farrugia 
massimo.farrugia 
@europarl.europa.eu 

+356 2123 5075

+356 7982 9312 

A journalist interviews MEP David CASA (EPP) at the European Parliament.

mailto:massimo.farrugia@europarl.europa.eu
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Pre-Session Newsletters and News Releases

Through a newsletter sent each month before the 
Strasbourg plenary sessions, the EP Office updates 
editors and journalists in Malta on upcoming votes 
or debates. 

Electronic newsletters are tailor-made to target 
legislation which is more likely to affect Malta and 
Gozo. However, the entire EP agenda may still be 
seen online through the Séance en Direct – Session 
Information section on the European Parliament 
website www.europarl.europa.eu (See page 41 on 
useful EP websites). 

News releases on the most important debates and 
votes are sent daily during plenary sessions. These 
are usually published both in Maltese and in English, 
and carry summaries of speeches by the leaders of 
the political groups as well as Maltese MEPs.  News 
releases are also published on the EP website, where 
they usually can be found in all official languages.

Requests to receive newsletters and news releases 
may be made to epvalletta@europarl.europa.eu or on 
massimo.farrugia@europarl.europa.eu.

Requests to receive 
newsletters and news 
releases may be made to
epvalletta 
@europarl.europa.eu 
or on
massimo.farrugia 
@europarl.europa.eu.

cONTACT INFORMATION

www.europarl.europa.eu
epvalletta@europarl.europa.eu
massimo.farrugia@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:epvalletta@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:massimo.farrugia@europarl.europa.eu
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What if I’m invited to 
cover the European 
Parliament in Brussels  
or Strasbourg?

Journalists invited to Strasbourg or Brussels by the 
European Parliament Office in Malta will have their 
flight economy class ticket paid for. They also receive 
a €180 daily allowance, for a maximum of two 
days, which should cater for their accommodation 
expenses. 

Journalists should make their own travel and 
accommodation arrangements. They will then 
be reimbursed when they present the following 
documents:

� a copy of the invitation letter issued by the EP 
Office in Malta

� 	a copy of their press card or a letter signed by 
their editor and bearing the logo of the medium 
they work for

Europe Day 2010 – MEP Edward Scicluna (S&D) discusses poverty and social exclusion with students at the House 
of Representatives in Valletta
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� 	proof of purchase of travel tickets (showing the 
price + dates of departure and arrival) and flight 
boarding passes

Journalists travelling to Strasbourg are reimbursed 
in cash upon submission of these documents to 
Mariana KRAJCOVA at Room F00020 (Room 20, 
ground floor) at the PFL (European Parliament) 
Building.

For travel to Brussels, a completed original Payment 
Request Form (signed and dated) and Bank Account 
sheet (both provided by the EP Office) should be 
submitted by the journalists to Mariana KRAJCOVA 
at office MOY 05T030 in the European Parliament’s 
Montoyer Building 75. Alternatively, they can be 
passed on to the EP Office in Malta. Payment will be 
made by direct bank transfer and not in cash.

July 2009 – MEP John Attard Montalto (S&D) interviewed outside the Hemicycle in Strasbourg



15

Accreditation  
and Press Facilities

Once in Brussels or Strasbourg, journalists are 
admitted into the EP buildings only after having 
obtained accreditation. 

Accreditation with National Press Card

Journalists need to simply present their national 
press card and national ID card/passport at the 
press entrances of the EP buildings. A receptionist 
will take down the individual’s details and provide a 
temporary pass which is valid for a number of days. 
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It is to be worn at all times inside the Parliament 
buildings. (See plans indicating press entrances 
to the EP buildings in Brussels and Strasbourg on 
pages 18 and 19)

For more information on print media accreditation 
contact Claudine Biasini on presse-conf
@europarl.europa.eu, or by calling + 32 2 28 43359 
(BRU) or + 33 3 881 74457 (STR)

Additional Accreditation for TV crews and 
photographers

TV crews and photographers travelling with 
journalists will not be allowed to roam around with 
their cameras and equipment unless they obtain 
authorisation from the European Parliament’s 
audiovisual service. 

This may be obtained from Ms Kirsten van Kampen 
on AVaccreditations@europarl.europa.eu, or by calling 
+32 2 28 44817 (BRU) or +33 3 881 74561 (STR). 

It is advisable to prepare your visit by contacting the 
necessary services beforehand.

  

Press room facilities 

In both Brussels and Strasbourg, the Parliament 
offers journalists free use of fully equipped press 
work rooms. 

Free WIFI internet access is available for journalists 
carrying their own laptops, and each workstation 

Contact information

Claudine BIASINI 
presse-conf 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) + 32 2 28 43359

(STR) + 33 3 881 74457

Contact information

Kirsten VAN KAMPEN 
AVaccreditations 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) + 32 2 28 44817

(STR) + 33 3 881 74561

presse-conf@europarl.europa.eu
presse-conf@europarl.europa.eu
AVaccreditations@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:presse-conf@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:AVaccreditations@europarl.europa.eu
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includes a telephone (chargeable for international 
calls) and a screen enabling journalists to follow 
ongoing debates in their own language. 

In Brussels, there is  a desktop computer built into 
each work station with slots for photo memory 
cards and a DVD drive. 

A helpdesk with press service staff and a technical 
support team from the communication contractors 
are available. 

At the press centre you will also find press releases 
from the EP Press Service and the political groups.

Press Conferences in Brussels or Strasbourg

MEPs’ press conferences are held in the press 
briefing rooms in Strasbourg (LOW N-1/201) and 
Brussels (Anna Politkovskaya Room PHS 0A50). 

Press conferences on the hot topics of the day 
are usually held by the EP President, rapporteurs, 
chairs of delegations, presidents of parliamentary 
committees and political group leaders or 
Commissioners.

The leaders of the largest political groups - Rebecca Harms (Greens/EFA), Martin Schulz (S&D), Joseph Daul 
(EPP) and Guy Verhofstadt (ALDE) address a joint press conference in Strasbourg in June 2010.
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Press entrance to the 
European Parliament 
Building in Brussels

The Press entrance to the European Parliament 
building in Brussels is in Rue Vautier, very close to 
Rue Wiertz, the street synonymous with the EP. 
Temporary accreditation may be obtained from here 
upon presentation of a national press card and an ID 
card/passport.

Rue Wiertz, the main address of the European Parliament.
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Press entrance to the 
European Parliament 
Building in Strasbourg

Press entrance to the European Parliament during 
the Strasbourg session is through the main entrance 
of the Louise Weisse (LOW) building in Allée du 
Printemps. 

Application for reimbursement is done in the Pierre 
Pflimlin Building which can be accessed through the 
bridge crossing the river that splits the EP building 
in half. 

The courtyard and entrance to the EP’s Louise Weiss building in Strasbourg.
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The Audiovisual Unit uses the latest technology to 
help TV and radio journalists and photographers to 
cover European Parliament affairs. Its services are 
available at no cost. 

If you are a TV journalist you may put together a 
news feature of the highest quality with the help 
of EP staff, without having to get your own camera 
person! Here’s how to go about it: 

Audiovisual 
Services

Create your own 
workspace and 
download the videos 
you want at our news 
website for audiovisual 
professionals: 

www.audiovisual.
europarl.europa.eu

PBS journalist Keith Demicoli interviews MEPs Simon Busuttil (EPP) and Louis Grech (S&D) for dotEU, the TV 
programme produced in collaboration with the EP Office in Malta.

www.audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu
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Hotline newsdesk
� 	Provides assistance to TV and radio journalists to 

find relevant information on the EP and MEPs

� 	Provides information and advice on using and 
reserving the AV facilities available for journalists 
at the Parliament’s premises

� 	Provides regular briefings on upcoming 
events such as meetings of parliamentary 
committees, delegations, press conferences, 
extraordinary meetings, visits by Heads of State 
and Government and planned coverage through 
Europe by Satellite (EbS) (See below for more on 
this)

� 	Can assist requests for interviews with MEPs and 
provide MEP profiles with fields of expertise and 
language skills. 

Email Hotlinenewsdesk@europarl.europa.eu or call 
one of the following numbers: +32 2 28 42800 (BRU), 
+33 3 881 72800 (STR), or (mob) +32 498 98 35 76.

Television Bookings Centre (TV and WEB) 
In Brussels and Strasbourg, the EP provides a range 
of broadcasting facilities for media professionals. All 
facilities are available free of charge and on a ‘first 
come first served’ basis.

Crews

Two-person crews, using Betacam SP and SX, are 
available free-of-charge for anything from one to 
three hours a day, according to the level of demand. 

Contact for maltese media

Paola Vaneza GARCIA ISAAK 
paola.garcia 
@europarl.europa.eu

(mob) +32 487 325 088

(BRU) + 32 2 28 31009

(STR) + 33 3 881 72047

© www.sxc.hu

Hotlinenewsdesk@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:paola.garcia@europarl.europa.eu


22

Knowing the buildings and the MEPs well, they can 
advise you on interesting positioning, best lighting 
conditions etc.

Editing

It is possible to edit your raw footage digitally 
with the assistance of an editor. There are five 
editing rooms available to journalist which are 
equipped with a virtual system (NewsEdit) with 
access to the server. Mastering is on Betacam SP or 
digital Betacam. Editing rooms with audio/video 
distribution are available for visiting crews.

Feeds

In both Brussels and Strasbourg there are incoming 
and outgoing links for access to EBU’s and private 
operators’ networks. All video formats are available 
for play-out.

Studio / Stand-up

Studios are equipped with real or virtual sets 
for configurations of up to 1 + 4. A position is 
available next to the Chamber, for live statements 
and interviews. The digital TV studio has a 100 
sq. m. sound stage equipped for live or recorded 
production of round table discussions involving 
up to five people. There is a choice of various real 
or blue-key superimposition backgrounds. The 
TV studio in Brussels can accommodate audience 
seating for up to 20 persons.

There are on-site multicamera sets during plenary 
sessions or for special events.
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VoxBox 

The VoxBox multimedia studio is a new facility 
located in Brussels in the heart of the EP. It is 
specially designed to offer radio and Web journalists 
all the assistance necessary for LIVE or recorded 
audio and video roundtables to be streamed on the 
Internet.

Video files 

Video files of recordings of plenary sessions, 
committee meetings, events and all topics covered 
by the parliament, are offered on tapes in all formats 
free of charge. 

Upon request video files can be delivered and 
downloaded from FTP server. 

Contact the TV Bookings Centre on TVbookings
@europarl.europa.eu. Alternatively, call 
+32 2 28 42010 (BRU), +33 3 881 74810 (STR)  
or (mob) +32 498 98 35 20 

Radio Bookings 
There are several radio studios in Brussels and 
Strasbourg to accommodate LIVE or recorded 
round-table discussions with MEPs. A studio is 
available next to the Chamber in both locations. 

Live or recorded

The operational studios are equipped for recording 
and editing in various formats. The largest can 
accommodate discussions involving up to seven 

Contact information

TV Bookings Centre 
TVbookings 
@europarl.europa.eu

(mob) +32 498 98 35 20

(BRU) + 32 2 28 42010

(STR) + 33 3 881 74810

© www.sxc.hu

mailto:TVbookings@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:TVbookings@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:TVbookings@europarl.europa.eu
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people. For live coverage of key events there are 
reporting cabins with a view of the Chamber or 
mobile radio studios. The studio in Brussels is 
equipped with facilities for simultaneous translation 
into up to 3 languages. There is the possibility of file 
transfer to FTP servers.

Remote interviews with MEPs can be organised with 
the Members sitting in the studio at the EP premises 
and the journalist/producer in his home country at 
his/her radio station.

Editing

PC editing available, with the assistance of a 
technician.

Archives 

EP plenary debates, committee meetings and press 
conferences are recorded in digital format (original 
language + English). Extracts are available in any 
format.

Broadcast

Live or recorded feeds can be sent by ISDN or 
e-mailed in various formats. 

For radio content contact Robert Sermek on  
robert.sermek@europarl.europa.eu. For radio 
bookings email radiobookings@europarl.europa.eu, 
or call either +32 2 28 444 01 (BRU) or  
+33 3 881 74442 (STR).

Contact information

RADIO CONTENT
Robert SERMEK 
robert.sermek 
@europarl.europa.eu

RADIO BOOKINGS 
radiobookings 
@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) + 32 2 28 44401

(STR) + 33 3 881 74442

robert.sermek@europarl.europa.eu
radiobookings@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:robert.sermek@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:radiobookings@europarl.europa.eu
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Contact information

Elena ESPEJO VERDÚ 
elena.espejo 
@europarl.europa.eu

EbS newsdesk
EBS-EP 
@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) + 32 2 284 2064

(STR) + 33 3 8817 2400

Europe By Satellite - European Parliament 
Europe by Satellite (EbS) – the European Union TV 
news agency – provides raw, unedited news footage 
for media professionals.

EbS-EP provides news footage from the European 
Parliament. It provides the following news services:

Live 	 –	 major European events live, plenary 
sessions, press conferences, hearings

News 	 – 	daily extracts of European current 
affairs

Stockshots 	– 	extensive thematic footage 
compilations on a current topic

Infoclips 	 – 	brief thematic footage following a 
news item

EbS offers simultaneous access for all European 
broadcasters, both public and private, via an easily 
captured non-coded digital satellite signal. EbS 
aims to supply the media with the best possible 
background material for their programmes on 
Europe. All EbS material is raw footage, leaving 
editorial choice to the end user.

Contact Elena Espejo Verdú on elena.espejo
@europarl.europa.eu or EbS newsdesk on 
EBS-EP@europarl.europa.eu, +32 2 28 32064 (BRU) 
or +33 3 881 72400 (STR). 

Website and EbS-EP Schedule:

www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/expert/ 
ebsplan_top_page/2009/default_en.htm

EBS-EP@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:elena.espejo@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:elena.espejo@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:elena.espejo@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:EBS-EP@europarl.europa.eu
www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/expert/ ebsplan_top_page/2009/default_en.htm
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TV Archives-Library
The EP’s archives contain historical and topical 
footage of the EP’s key-moments and daily activities. 
5,000 hours of b-roll material and more than 10,000 
hours of EP proceedings recorded since 1979. 

The most suitable sequences are researched and 
made available to illustrate your television reports, 
news magazines, programmes and documentaries. 
All footage provided is free of rights. 

Contact Mauro Zaccaria on mauro.zaccaria
@europarl.europa.eu or the TV Archive desk on 
archivesTV@europarl.europa.eu. Alternatively call 
+32 2 28 42671 (BRU) or +33 3 881 74090 (STR).

Photography 
The EP photo library contains more than 15 000 
photographs (news, people, historical events, 
Members of Parliament, buildings, etc.), in electronic 
form and on silver film which are available for use 
by the media for professional purposes free of 
charge. There is also a large collection of historical 
photographs tracing the history of European 
integration.

From the internet site www.photo-service.europarl.
europa.eu a large selection of photos can be 
downloaded.  The photos are offered free of charge 
and free of rights. Indication of origin:  
© European Parliament – Audiovisual Unit.

Contact Catherine Juckler on catherine.juckler
@europarl.europa.eu or photobookings
@europarl.europa.eu. Alternatively call 
+32 2 28 42896 (BRU) or +33 3 881 74798 (STR).

Contact information

Mauro ZACCARIA 
mauro.zaccaria 
@europarl.europa.eu

TV Archive desk
archivesTV 
@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) + 32 2 28 42671

(STR) + 33 3 881 74090

Contact information

Catherine JUCKLER 
catherine.juckler 
@europarl.europa.eu

photobookings 
@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) + 32 2 28 42896

(STR) + 33 3 881 74798

© www.sxc.hu

© www.sxc.hu

archivesTV@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:mauro.zaccaria@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:mauro.zaccaria@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:mauro.zaccaria@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:archivesTV@europarl.europa.eu
www.photo-service.europarl.europa.eu
www.photo-service.europarl.europa.eu
mailto:catherine.juckler@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:catherine.juckler@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:catherine.juckler@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:photobookings@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:photobookings@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:photobookings@europarl.europa.eu
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The European Parliament has a central switchboard 
for press enquiries: 

+32 2 28 33000

Staff from the press room helpdesk and the 
Audiovisual service hotline provide information and 
can transfer calls to the most appropriate EP press 
officer. 

33000: A single number 
for journalists

Contact information

EP central switchboard
+32 2 28 33000

© www.sxc.hu
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Who to speak to at the 
European Parliament

EP president’s press service

EP spokesman

Press Officer  
(responsible for the Maltese Press) 
 

Richard FREEDMAN

richard.freedman@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) +32 2 28 41448 

(STR) +33 3 881 73785

EP Spokesman 

Jaume DUCH GUILLOT 

jaume.duch@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) +32 2 28 43000 

(STR) +33 3 881 74705

richard.freedman@europarl.europa.eu 
jaume.duch@europarl.europa.eu 
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Press Officers  
by Policy Area

Besides having a press officer in each of the offices 
in the 27 Member States and one based in Brussels 
for each of the official languages of the EU, the 
European Parliament operates with a system of 
press officers by policy area.

By focussing exclusively on specific policy areas, the 
latter are an extremely important reference point 
for journalists who are interested to know how a 
particular legislative document is being changed, 
what stage it has reached and what the most 
interesting issues being debated are.

January 2010 – The ENVI Committee grills John Dalli, then European Commissioner-designate, before the 
Parliament approved the new Barroso Commission.
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When dealing with legislation, the devil is in the 
detail. Press officers responsible for specific policy 
areas are well placed to point at ensuing debates 
which changes made to a text may hide.

Environment, Public Health  
and Food Safety (ENVI)

Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)

ITRE

ITRE

ENVI

Kristina ELEFTERIE
indu-press 
@europarl.europa.eu 	

(BRU) +32 2 28 32798

(STR) +33 3 881 74934

Janez VOUK 
indu-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 31053

(STR) +33 3 881 74897

Christopher COAKLEY
envi-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 44859

(STR) +33 3 881 76853

The environment took centre stage at a citizens’ 
forum on Gozo as an Ecological Island organised 
in June 2008 by the EP Office in Malta.

mailto:indu-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:indu-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
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Agriculture (AGRI)

Fisheries (PECH)

Regional Development (REGI)

Culture and Education (CULT)

Transport and tourism (Tran)

AGRI

PECH

TRAN, CULT

REGI

Federico DE GIROLAMO
agri-press 
@europarl.europa.eu 	

(BRU) +32 2 28 31389

(STR) +33 3 881 72850

Jan JAKUBOV
fish-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 32119

(STR) +33 3 881 76673

Robertas POGORELIS
tran-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

cult.press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 32006

(STR) +33 3 881 74642

Michaela FINDEIS
region-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

cult.press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 31141

(STR) +33 3 881 74005

Actress Saadet Isil Aksoy played a role in Kamen 
Kalev’s Eastern Plays, the film which made it to 
the final shortlist of the European Parliament’s 
LUX Cinema Prize 2009.

mailto:agri-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:fish-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:tran-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:region-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:cult.press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:cult.press@europarl.europa.eu
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EMPL

Nora CHAAL
empl-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 31151

(STR) +33 3 881 74005

MEP Edite Estrela (S&D) penned the report 
on the proposal to extend maternity leave 
in the EU.

FEMM

Ayla Sultan ÇIÇEK
femm-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 41009

(STR) +33 3 881 74005

ECON

John SCHRANZ
econ-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 44264

(STR) +33 3 881 74005

Employment and social affairs (EMPL)

Women’s rights and Gender Equality (FEMM)

Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)

mailto:econ-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:femm-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:empl-press@europarl.europa.eu
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AFCO

LIBE, Juri

LIBE

Sanna KANGASHARJU
consti-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 41498

(STR) +33 3 881 73612

Isabel NADKARNI
libe-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 32198

(STR) +33 3 881 76758

Baptiste CHATAIN
libe-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 40992

(STR) +33 3 881 73840

Constitutional Affairs (AFCO)

Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

Legal Affairs (JURI) 

Petitions (PETI)

PETI, Juri

Natalia DASILVA
peti-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 44301

(STR) +33 3 881 73661

The Strasbourg-based EU watchdog, 
Ombudsman Nikiforos Diamandouros, is 
appointed by the EP to investigate complaints of 
maladministration in the EU institutions.

mailto:consti-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:libe-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:libe-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:peti-press@europarl.europa.eu


34

Budget (BUDG), Budgetary Control (CONT)

Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
(IMCO) 

Special Committee on the Financial and 
Economic Crisis (CRIS)

Policy challenges committee (SURE)

IMCO, Cris BUDG, Sure

Cont, Sure

Rikke ULDALL
imco-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 42976

Sara AHNBORG
budg-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

cont-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 34018

(STR) +33 3 881 72420

Ron KORVER
budg-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

cris-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 44659

(STR) +33 3 881 74903

January 2008 – Valletta, Malta. The EP Office 
laid a carpet with euro coins to mark Malta’s 
adoption of the single currency.

mailto:imco-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:budg-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:budg-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:cont-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:cont-press@europarl.europa.eu
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Foreign Affairs (AFET) 

Development (DEVE)

International Trade (INTA)

Human Rights (DROI)

Security and Defense (SEDE)

ACP, Euromed, Eurolat, Euronest

INTA, SEDE

AFET

AFET

DEVE, DROI

István PERGER
inta-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

foreign-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 40924

(STR) +33 3 881 74845

Maria ANDRÉS MARIN
foreign-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 44299

(STR) +33 3 881 73603

Jitka POLISKOVA
foreign-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 31056

(STR) +33 3 881 73477

Ioana BOBES
deve-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

foreign-press 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 32460

(STR) +33 3 881 76725

Sergei Kovalev, leading member of the human 
rights Centre in Russia which was the Laureate 
of the EP Sakharov Prize 2009.

mailto:foreign-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:foreign-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:foreign-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:foreign-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:inta-press@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:deve-press@europarl.europa.eu
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Brussels-based Maltese 
Language Press Office

Brussels-based press officers work closely with 
their counterparts in the Offices in the respective 
Member States in order to implement the concept of 
decentralisation of the distribution of information. 

One of the main tasks of these press officers is 
to provide written and oral information on the 
Parliament’s activities in their respective languages 
targeting national, regional and specialist press. 

Another role of the press officer is to welcome 
and assist visiting journalists. This may be the case 
during plenary sessions in Strasbourg or in Brussels, 
during seminars organised by the European 
Parliament Secretariat or during a group visit 
organised by the Information Offices. 

Contact information

Corinne CORDINA 
corinne.cordina 
@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) +32 2 28 31082 

(STR) +33 3 881 74588

EP vice-President Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou preparing to be interviewed in Brussels.

mailto:corinne.cordina@europarl.europa.eu
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Spokespersons for 
the Political Groups

Spokesperson

Spokesperson

Tony ROBINSON
tony.robinson 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 43061

(STR) +33 3 881 72998

EPP Press and Communication – 
Maltese Press

David STELLINI
david.stellini 
@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 42129

(STR) +33 3 881 76230

S&D Maltese delegation press contact 

Kurt FARRUGIA
kurt.farrugia@mlp.org.mt

+356 7939 4380

+356 2124 9900/622

Robert FITZHENRY
robert.fitzhenry 
@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) +32 2 28 42228

(STR) +33 3 881 74144

S&D	 Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats

EPP	 European People’s Party

kurt.farrugia@mlp.org.mt
mailto:robert.fitzhenry@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:david.stellini@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:tony.robinson@europarl.europa.eu
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Spokesperson

Spokesperson

James HOLTUM
james.holtum@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 4 73 861762

Neil CORLETT
neil.corlett@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) +32 2 28 42077

(STR) +33 3 881 74167

ECR			   European Conservatives and Reformists Group

ALDE		  Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe

Spokesperson

Helmut WEIXLER
helmut.weixler@europarl.europa.eu 

(BRU) +32 2 28 44683

(STR) +33 3 881 74760

Greens/efa	 Greens / European Free Alliance

james.holtum@europarl.europa.eu
neil.corlett@europarl.europa.eu 
helmut.weixler@europarl.europa.eu 
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Spokesperson

Hermann KELLY
hermann.kelly@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 46111

Spokesperson

Gianfranco BATTISTINI
gianfranco.battistini@europarl.europa.eu

(BRU) +32 2 28 46785

(STR) +33 3 881 72949

GUE/NGL	 European United Left / Nordic Green Left 

EFD			   Europe of freedom and democracy

Italian MEPs Roberta Angelilli and Barbara Matera (EPP).

hermann.kelly@europarl.europa.eu
gianfranco.battistini@europarl.europa.eu


40

Press Services of other 
EU Institutions

European Commission 
RepresenTation in Malta

PERMANENT REPRESENTATION 
OF MALTA TO THE EU

Technical Attaché (Press)

Jean Pierre SCHEMBRI
jean-pierre.schembri 
@gov.mt

tel: 	 +32 (0) 2 238 2684

mob:	+32 (0) 2 343 0106

fax: 	 +32 (0) 499 999 127

Press and political officer

Angelo CHETCUTI
angelo.chetcuti 
@ec.europa.eu

www.ec.europa.eu/malta

tel: 	 +356 2342 5101

mob:	+356 9943 8281

fax: 	 +356 2134 4897

The European Parliament voted in the new Barroso Commission in January 2010.

mailto:jean-pierre.schembri@gov.mt
mailto:angelo.chetcuti@ec.europa.eu
www.ec.europa.eu/malta
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Key EP 
websites

European Parliament main website 
www.europarl.europa.eu

EP Office in Malta
www.europarlmt.eu

Legislative observatory
www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil

For summaries of EU legislation in the pipeline 
(successive stages of any EU legislation in which 
Parliament is involved) refer to the Legislative 
Observatory. This site is an extremely useful 
forecasting, information and research tool for 

www.europarl.europa.eu
www.europarlmt.eu
www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil
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journalists on EU legislative and non-legislative 
procedures involving the European Parliament. 

The plenary session agendas may be found under 
“Institution Activities”.

“Séance en direct”
www.europarl.europa.eu/sce

You can access session documents, plenary session 
minutes and verbatim reports on proceedings via 
Séance en direct. These are all available in all the 
official languages of the EU. From here, you can see 
how MEPs have voted on dossiers and individual 
amendments. 

Europarltv
www.europarltv.europa.eu

The web TV channel of the European Parliament 
was created to reinforce interactivity between 
the Parliament and citizens. Viewers can pick and 
choose what to watch by subject or series. Videos 
from four channels – Your Parliament, Your Voice, 
Young Europe and Parliament Live – are subtitled in 
all 23 official languages of the EU, including Maltese.

www.europarl.europa.eu/sce
www.europarltv.europa.eu
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Official journal of the European Union
eur-lex.europa.eu/JOIndex.do?ihmlang=en

Eur-Lex
eur-lex.europa.eu

Provides direct free access to European Union law. 

European Commission
www.ec.europa.eu

European Commission representation in Malta:
ec.europa.eu/malta

Pre-Lex
europa.eu/documents/pre-lex/index_en.htm

Pre-Lex is the database on inter institutional 
procedures, through which it is possible to follow 
the major stages of the decision making process 
between the different EU institutions.

Votewatch
www.votewatch.eu

Independent website providing information and 
statistics about voting patterns by MEPs, providing 
analysis of decisions taken by the European 
Parliament and EU Council of Ministers.

eur-lex.europa.eu/JOIndex.do?ihmlang=en
eur-lex.europa.eu
www.ec.europa.eu
ec.europa.eu/malta
europa.eu/documents/pre-lex/index_en.htm
www.votewatch.eu
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European Parliament 
Key dates

1952	 Parliament founded as a consultative 
assembly of the European Coal and Steel 
Community. Members were nominated by 
governments.

1958 	 The first session of the European 
Parliamentary Assembly established by the 
Treaties of Rome held in Strasbourg from 19 
to 21 March 1958.

1979 	 The first European Parliament Elections.

2004 	 European Parliament elections in 25 
countries.

2009 	 Entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty and 
European elections to be held in 27 countries.

2010 	 Start of process to increase number of MEPs, 
including Malta’s sixth seat.

Robert Schuman was the first president 
of the European Parliamentary Assembly 
between 1958 and 1960
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In 2009, Malta held elections for Members of the 
European Parliament for the second time since 
joining the EU in 2004. Five representatives had to 
be elected under the Nice Treaty which was in force 
at the time. However, provision was made for Malta’s 
sixth seat in the European Parliament, which was 
foreseen under the new Treaty of Lisbon which was 
to come into effect in the months which followed, 
to be filled by the candidate who placed sixth in the 
election.

The European Parliament 
Elections 2009
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The elections were conducted under Malta’s 
prevailing single-transferable-vote system and Malta 
and Gozo were considered, for electoral purposes, a 
single district. 

Voter participation was 78.8 per cent, the highest in 
any member state where voting is not compulsory.

The elected candidates who are now serving as 
Malta’s five MEPs are (in alphabetical order): 

�	John Attard Montalto	 (PL)

�	Simon Busuttil	 (PN)

�	David Casa 	 (PN)

�	Louis Grech 	 (PL) 

�	Edward Scicluna 	 (PL)

Sixth seat

According to the June 2009 electoral results, Joseph 
Cuschieri would take up Malta’s sixth seat during the 
2009-2014 legislature when this becomes available.
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First Count votes in 2009 
European elections 

Alleanza Liberali

John Zammit	  189

Alternattiva Demokratika - The Green Party

Yvonne Arqueros Ebejer	 567 
Arnold Cassola	 5235

Imperium Europa

Norman Lowell	 3559 
Reuben Attard	 78

Libertas Malta 

Mary Gauci	 298

Partit tal-Ajkla

Nazzareno Bonnici	 80

Alpha Liberal Democratic Party

Emanuel k/a Emmy Bezzina	 118

Azzjoni Nazzjonali

Josie Muscat	 1426 
Malcolm Seychell	 101 
John Fredrick Spiteri Gingell	 68

K.u.l. Ewropa

Cecil Herbert Jones	 47

Partit Laburista

Claudette Abela Baldacchino	 12309 
John Attard Montalto	 12880 
Glenn Bedingfield	 4982 
Stephen (Steve) Borg	 1187 
Maria Camilleri	 2031 
Sharon Ellul Bonici	 6051 
Louis Grech	 27753 
Kirill Micallef Stafrace	 2692 
Marlene Mizzi	 17724 
Edward Scicluna	 24574

Partit Nazzjonalista

Simon Busuttil	 68782 
David Casa	 6539 
Rudolph Cini	 1761 
Alan Deidun	 3239 
Edward Demicoli	 1180 
Vince Farrugia	 4056 
Roberta Metsola Tedesco Triccas	 5880 
Alexander Perici Calscione	 1345 
Frank Portelli	 2459 
Marthese Portelli	 5245
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The distribution of valid first count votes among the 
parties was as follows: 

�	Partit Laburista	 54.77% 

�	Partit Nazzjonalista	 40.49% 

�	Alternattiva Demokratika	 2.34% 

�	Others	 2.4%
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Voter Turnouts (%)  
in previous elections to 
the European Parliament

1979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2004 2007 2009

Belgium 91,4 92,2 90,7 90,7 91,0 90,8 90.39

Denmark 47,8 52,4 46,2 52,9 50,5 47,9 59.54

France 60,7 56,7 48,7 52,7 46,8 42,8 40.63

Germany 65,7 56,8 62,3 60,0 45,2 43,0 43.3

Ireland 63,6 47,6 68,3 44,0 50,2 58,8 58.64

Italy 84,9 83,4 81,5 74,8 70,8 73,1 65.05

Luxembourg 88,9 88,8 87,4 88,5 87,3 89,0 90.75

Netherlands 57,8 50,6 47,2 35,6 30,0 39,3 36.75

UK 32,2 32,6 36,2 36,4 24,0 38,8 34.7

Greece 77,2 79,9 71,2 75,3 63,2 52.61

Portugal 72,4 51,2 35,5 40,0 38,6 36.78

Spain 68,9 54,6 59,1 63,0 45,1 44.9

Austria 67,7 49,4 42,4 45.97

Finland 60,3 31,4 39,4 40.3

Sweden 41,6 38,8 37,8 45.53

Cyprus 71,2 59.4

Czech R. 28,3 28.2

Estonia 26,8 43.9

Hungary 38,5 36.31

Latvia 41,3 53.7

Lithuania 48,4 20.98

Malta 82,4 78.79

Poland 20,9 24.53

Slovakia 17,0 19.64

Slovenia 28,3 28.33

Bulgaria 29.22 38.99

Romania 29.47 27.67

All EU 63,0 61,0 58,5 56,8 49,8 45,7 43
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Claudette  
ABELA BALDACCHINO 
claudette.
abelabaldacchino 
@gmail.com 

Samuel  M  AZZOPARDI	
samuel.azzopardi 
@gmail.com

Doris BORG 		
doris_borg@hotmail.com

Ian BORG 		
ian.borg@gov.mt

Michael COHEN		
michaelcohenmc 
@gmail.com

Joseph CORDINA		
corjoe@vol.net.mt	

Frederick CUTAJAR 	
frederick.cutajar 
@gov.mt		

Paul FARRUGIA		
Tarxienlc.mayor 
@yahoo.co.uk	

Noel FORMOSA		
noel.a.formosa 
@gov.mt	

Malcolm MIFSUD		
mmifsud 
@mifsudadvocates.com.mt

Civil society 
representatives  
in the EU institutions

Maltese Members on the  Committee of the Regions

Maltese Members on the  european economic and social committee

Grace ATTARD 
grace.attard@gmail.com

Anna Maria DARMANIN 
amdarmanin@gmail.com

Vince FARRUGIA 
vince@grtu.org.mtmail

Stefano MALLIA 
stefano.mallia 
@emcs.com.mt

Michael PARNIS 
mparnis@gwu.org.mt

For full contact details see www.cor.europa.eu and follow 
Presentation then National Delegation.

For full contact details see: 
memberspage.eesc.europa.eu/Result.
aspx?ord=0&cr=2&inst=CES&co=MT

doris_borg@hotmail.com
ian.borg@gov.mt
corjoe@vol.net.mt 
grace.attard@gmail.com
amdarmanin@gmail.com
vince@grtu.org.mtmail
mparnis@gwu.org.mt
www.cor.europa.eu
mailto:stefano.mallia@emcs.com.mt
memberspage.eesc.europa.eu/Result.aspx?ord=0&cr=2&inst=CES&co=MT
mailto:claudette.abelabaldacchino@gmail.com
mailto:samuel.azzopardi@gmail.com
mailto:frederick.cutajar@gov.mt
mailto:Tarxienlc.mayor@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:noel.a.formosa@gov.mt
mailto:mmifsud@mifsudadvocates.com.mt
mailto:michaelcohenmc@gmail.com
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John ATTARD-MONTALTO

Brussels Office Strasbourg Office

Malta Office

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats  
in the European Parliament 

john.attard-montalto@europarl.europa.eu

www.johnattardmontalto.com

�	 Vice-Chair – Delegation for relations with the countries 
of South Asia

European Parliament 
Altiero Spinelli Building 
15G254 
60, rue Wiertz / 
Wiertzstraat 60 
B-1047 Brussels

tel:		 +32 (0)2 28 45116

fax:	 +32 (0)2 28 49116

European Parliament 
Louise Weiss Buildings 
T07069 
1, avenue du Président 
Robert Schuman CS 91024 
F-67070 Strasbourg Cedex

tel:		 +33 (0)3 881 75116

fax:	 +33 (0)3 881 79116

48, Old Bakery Street, 
Valletta  VLT 1454

tel:		 +356 2123 8107

Maltese Members of  
the European Parliament

john.attard-montalto@europarl.europa.eu
www.johnattardmontalto.com


52

Simon Busuttil

Brussels Office Strasbourg Office

Malta Office

Group of the European People’s Party (Christian Democrats)
simon.busuttil@europarl.europa.eu

www.simonbusuttil.eu 

�	 Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs

�	 Committee on Petitions

�	 Delegation for relations with Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo

European Parliament 
Altiero Spinelli Building 
10E142 
60, rue Wiertz / 
Wiertzstraat 60 
B-1047 Brussels

tel:		 +32 (0)2 28 45686

fax:	 +32 (0)2 28 49686

European Parliament 
Louise Weiss Buildings 
T09085 
1, avenue du Président 
Robert Schuman CS 91024 
F-67070 Strasbourg Cedex

tel:		 +33 (0)3 881 75686

fax:	 +33 (0)3 881 79686

36,  
Office of Dr Simon Busuttil, 
Archbishop Street,  
Valletta  VLT 1447
tel:		 +356 2122 8585

simon.busuttil@europarl.europa.eu
www.simonbusuttil.eu 
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Brussels Office Strasbourg Office

Malta Office

Group of the European People’s Party (Christian Democrats)
david.casa@europarl.europa.eu

www.davidcasa.eu

�	 Committee on Employment and Social Affairs

�	 Delegation to the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly

European Parliament 
Altiero Spinelli Building 
10E246 
60, rue Wiertz / 
Wiertzstraat 60 
B-1047 Brussels

tel:		 +32 (0)2 28 45445

fax:	 +32 (0)2 28 49445

European Parliament 
Louise Weiss Buildings 
T09073 
1, avenue du Président 
Robert Schuman CS 91024 
F-67070 Strasbourg Cedex

tel:		 +33 (0)3 881 75445

fax:	 +33 (0)3 881 79445

68D, Republic Street, 
Valletta  VLT 1117

tel:		 +356 2123 2166

David Casa

david.casa@europarl.europa.eu
www.davidcasa.eu
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Brussels Office Strasbourg Office

Malta Office

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats  
in the European Parliament

louis.grech@europarl.europa.eu

www.louisgrech.eu

�	 Vice-Chairman – Commitee on the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection

�	 Delegation for relations with Australia and New Zealand

European Parliament 
Altiero Spinelli Building 
15G242 
60, rue Wiertz / 
Wiertzstraat 60 
B-1047 Brussels

tel:		 +32 (0)2 28 45235

fax:	 +32 (0)2 28 49235

European Parliament 
Louise Weiss Buildings 
T07073 
1, avenue du Président 
Robert Schuman CS 91024 
F-67070 Strasbourg Cedex

tel:		 +33 (0)3 881 75235

fax:	 +33 (0)3 881 79235

43/3,  
South Street,  
Valletta  VLT 1101

tel:		 +356 2123 1464

Louis Grech

louis.grech@europarl.europa.eu
www.louisgrech.eu
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Brussels Office Strasbourg Office

Malta Office

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats  
in the European Parliament 

edward.scicluna@europarl.europa.eu

www.edwardscicluna.com

�	 Vice-Chairman – Committee on Economic and Monetary 
Affairs

�	 Delegation to the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly

European Parliament 
Altiero Spinelli Building 
15G246 
60, rue Wiertz / 
Wiertzstraat 60 
B-1047 Brussels

tel:		 +32 (0)2 28 45543

fax:	 +32 (0)2 28 49543

European Parliament 
Louise Weiss Buildings 
T07071 
1, avenue du Président 
Robert Schuman CS 91024 
F-67070 Strasbourg Cedex

tel:		 +33 (0)3 881 75543

fax:	 +33 (0)3 881 79543

5 Apartment 1, 
254, St Paul Street,
Naxxar  NXR 4017

tel:		 +356 2741 2812

Edward Scicluna

edward.scicluna@europarl.europa.eu
www.edwardscicluna.com
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Malta Office

14 Triq Sant’Anglu, 
Sliema

joseph@josephcuschieri.com

tel:		 +356 9947 6733

Joseph Cuschieri

Editor’s Note:  
When the ratification process of 
Protocol 36 of the Treaty of Lisbon 
is completed in all 27 Member 
States, Mr Cuschieri is expected to 
take up his seat in the European 
Parliament alongside 17 other 
MEPs from 12 countries. The 
ratification process had not been 
completed at the time of going 
to print.

joseph@josephcuschieri.com


Office in Malta 
Europe House 
254 St  Paul’s Street 
Valletta VLT 1215

T  +356 2123 5075

F  +356 2123 0661

E  epvalletta@europarl.europa.eu

www.europarl.europa.eu/valletta

epvalletta@europarl.europa.eu 
www.europarl.europa.eu/valletta





